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Japan

Japan is an izland nation with ene of the most influential econemies in the world. i
congists of an archipelago, or a cellection of izlands in cloge proximity to each other;
afthough there are nearty =even thousand iglands within the Japanese Archipelage, the
bulk of the country’s population lives on the four largest izslands. In area, Japan iz slighthy
smaller than the state of Montana. it iz located in the Pacific Ocean, and though it does no
share borders with any other nation, itz nearest neighborzfinclude Ruszia, Sout) Korea,
and China. Depending upon how it is measured, the econofpy.. View More

Earthgake and Tsunami devastate Japan
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Japan iz an izland nation with one of the mest influential economies in the world. i consists of an archipelago, or a colection of izlands in close
proximity to each other; although there are nearly seven thousand islands within the Japanese Archipelago, the bulk of the country’s population
lives on the four largest izlands. In area, Japan is slightly emaller than the state of Montana. it is located in the Pacific Ocean, and though it does not
share borders with any other nation, its nearest neighbors include Russia, South Kerea, and China.

Depending upon how it is measured, the economy of Japan is the second or third largest in the world, behind the United States and, by some
calculations, China. According to a measurement created by The Economist, Japanese workers have the highest purchasing power for their
hourty wage. However, Japan is alzo a country where the leading cause of death among citizens under the age of thirty iz suicide. ft iz a leader in
high-technology manufacturing, yet t also engages in whaling—an act condemned by most developed nations for the past twenty-five vears.
Japan’s status as an economic powerhouse is certain, but ts economy and population has undergone dramatic changes in recent years that are
likely to have a significant impact on the country’s future.

From Isolated Island to World Trade Powerhouse

Early Japanese civilization ghared much in commen with China. The written makes use of kanji, or Chinese
characters, though the characters often differ in meaning between the two languages. Like China, Japan was alzo ruled by an emperor, with
different regions of the country under the control of various warlords. Despite heavy influence from China and Korea, Japan went through phases
of relative =eclusion and izolation frem outzide cultures. One such period lasted more than two hundred years, from 163% until 1854, when

pressure from the United States resulted in a trade agreement between the two countries.
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