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Abstract
Mental Health 144 Schools' health screenings can identify students’ missed health concerns. Data from the 2016 School Health Policies and
Screen... M Practices Study were used to determine the proportion of U.S. school districts with physical and mental health screening pol-
icies and the proportion that arrange off-campus mental health services. VWe also ined differ k districts with
» BIME#HZEIR and without mental health screening policies regarding having physical health ing policies, patterns of these policies, and
off-campus mental health service arrangements. Eleven percent of districts had no pelicies on any of the four physical health
% HTML 232 screenings assessed, and 87% lacked policies on mental health ings, the latter especially concerning considering the

impact of COVID-19. Districts with policies on mental health screenings were significantly more likely to have body mass
index (p <.01) and oral health (p <.001) screening policies, and to arrange for off-campus case management (p <.001), family
counseling (p <.05), group counseling (p <.01), self-help (p<.05) and intake evaluation (p < .05).
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pandemic (Child & Adolescent Health Measurement
Initiative, 2019), and an even greater proportion missing

General School Screenings

Schools are essential venues for health screenings, consistent
with a public health framework to ennch all students and
families (Brownson et al., 2020; Schaffer et al., 2016). The
purpose of these screenings, including vision, hearing,
body mass index (BMI), and oral health (subsequently
referred to as physical health screenings). and mental
health screening, is to identify students with potential impair-
ments that will need follow-up evaluations by health care

their annual checkups and routine childhood immunizations
during the pandemic (Mandy et al., 2021: Piché-Renaud
et al., 2021), govemnment-mandated screening requirements
in schools represent an opportunity to identify children
who have untreated or unnoticed health disorders.
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General School Screenings

Schools are essential venues for health screenings, consistent
with a public health framework to enrich all students and
farmblies (Brownson et al., 2020; Schaffer et al., 2016). The
purpose of these screemings, including vision, hearing,
body mass index (BMI), and oral health (subsequently
referred to as physical health screemings), and mental
health screening, is to identify students with potential impair-
ments that will need follow-up evaluations by health care
providers (Rodriguez et al., 2018). Detecting students with
impairments that may affect their expression, speech and/or
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pandemic (Child & Adolescent Health Measurement
Initiative, 2019), and an even greater proportion missing
their annual checkups and routine childhood immunizations
during the pandemic (Mandy et al., 2021; Piché-Renaud
et al., 2021), governmment-mandated screening requirements
in schools represent an opportunity to identify children
who have untreated or unnoticed health disorders.
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General School Screenings pandemic (Child & Adolescent Health Measurement
Initiative, 2019), and an even greater proportion missing
their annual checkups and routine childhood immunizations
during the pandemic (Mandy et al., 2021; Piché-ch.aud
et al., 2021), gov t dated
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who have untreated or unnoticed health disorders.

Schools are essential venues for health screenings, consistent
with a public health framework to enrich all students and
families (Brownson et al., 2020; Schaffer et al.,, 2016). The
purpose of these screenings, including vision, hearing,
body mass index (BMI), and oral health (subsequently
referred to as physical health screenings), and mental
health screening, is to identify students with potential impair-
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