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The Library and the University

Academic libraries have a history that is intertwined with the history of higher
education in general. In North America the modern academic library is a product of the
emergence in the late 19th century of the idea of a research university and its trappings:
the PhD, the periodical literature, scholarly and professional organizations, peer review,
and even tenure. Academic libraries are part of the apparatus of the modern university,
in which the products of scholarly communication are housed, preserved, organized, and
made available, and in which students and faculty are taught to use tools of information
retrieval such as the library catalog and the periodical index, once paper or print tools
and now online (Shiflett, 1981).

Academic libraries have a broad mission in the university: to support research and
teaching with collections and services that acquire, process, interpret, and give access to
information that is needed by its users. Those users work in dozens of disciplines across
the sciences, social sciences, humanities, and professional and applied fields. It is a
challenge for academic libraries to be all things to all these people. It has led to a culture
of sharing and collaboration—shared collections, lending networks, the development and
use of information technology, and the creation of enormous shared bibliographic
databases such as WorldCat.

That culture of sharing and collaboration is also seen in national and international
library organizations and their conferences and continuing education activities. Those
opportunities to communicate, learn, and share have had a direct influence on the
evolution of library programs and services and the organizational structures that are
created to deliver them. Likewise, new specialties in librarianship (e.g., data curation)
have emerged out of this international conversation on the role and mission of libraries
and librarians.

Higher education has felt the effects of globalization and one result is that educational
practices and conventions are being shared and adopted. Examples include the use of

”»” <«

concepts like “semester,” “credit hour,” the names and substance of degrees, and so on.
These things make an educational experience more universal and transferable, i.e., if a
student travels to another country to get a degree, a set of common educational practices

and vocabulary make it easier for the student to use the degree in his or her home country.
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Libraries have felt the effect of globalization along with their parent institutions. The
English-speaking world has shared its cataloging code since at least 1967, when the first
edition of the Anglo-American Cataloging Rules was published. In the last 50 years, we
have seen advances in information technology that have allowed further exchange
among libraries worldwide. That includes the creation of OCLC and its database
WorldCat, which has more than 16 thousand members from more than 100 countries
and nearly 400 million bibliographic records (OCLC, 2017). Collaboration in
librarianship has always led to standardization. For libraries to collaborate, they must
use or produce a standard product that is technologically interoperable and compatible
with the expectations of all the libraries, librarians, and library patrons who will use it.
Collaboration is related to automation (whether using computers or simply machines),
which also uses standards. Pioneering librarians such as Melvil Dewey created
standards that are still used today, e.g., the 3” x 5” catalog or index card, whose size was

standardized so that it could be filed in a standard catalog drawer.

(Bolin, Mary K.. 2018. “The 21st Century Academic Library : Global Patterns of
Organization and Discourse.” Chandos Publishing, p.12-13. XV $#%)
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The ongoing epidemic also has restricted access to university libraries. Especially in
the field of humanities, many researchers and students are unable to study documents,
such as out-of-print books that are difficult to obtain.

For academic and research purposes, one digital library service has adopted for a
limited time measures to raise the maximum number of copies that can be viewed
simultaneously. With the consent of relevant publishers, this may be a timely approach.

Due to the restrictions imposed by the Copyright Law, the use of electronic collections
operated by the National Diet Library is stagnating.

Although the library has digitized 2.74 million items in its collection, 2.2 million of
them must be viewed only at the library or at public or university libraries. These
facilities, however, were forced to close or restrict visitors due to the virus crisis, making
it difficult to access them.

The Cultural Affairs Agency plans to review the provision of the Copyright Law that
stipulates the rights restrictions as a measure to deal with the digitization of library
collections. Continuous efforts should be made to hold multifaceted discussions to ensure

that copyright holders and publishers are not put at a disadvantage.

(Ensure reading opportunities by expanding access to digital libraries : The Japan News
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This statement, written on behalf of the many library consortia across the world that
participate in ICOLC (International Coalition of Library Consortia), and the individual
libraries these consortia represent, has two purposes. It is intended to help publishers
and other content providers from whom we license electronic information resources and
purchase printed content (hereafter simply referred to as publishers) understand better
how the current global COVID-19 pandemic affects the worldwide information
community. Its second purpose is to suggest a range of approaches that we believe are in

the mutual best interest of libraries and the providers of information services.

We ask that Publishers immediately consider:

1. Making any relevant content and data sets about COVID-19, Coronaviruses
(regardless of species affected), vaccines, antiviral drugs, etc. currently behind
subscription-only paywalls Open Access immediately to facilitate research, guide
community public health response, and accelerate the discovery of treatment options.

2. Removing and waiving all simultaneous user limits to an institution’s licensed digital
content during this period when universities are going all online in order to allow
research, discovery, and learning to proceed.

3. Lifting existing contractual ILL restrictions or photocopying limits temporarily so
that libraries may assist our students to complete their term.

4. Allowing the maximum extent of copyright limitations, exception and fair use, even
if contractually restricted, to enable institutions to continue their vital teaching

missions as campuses transition to an online, remote format.
We ask that publishers begin planning to:
5. Allow flexible renewal periods and lengthened payment due dates as we do not know
the future impacts on health or business operations for either consortium staff who

facilitate the renewal, or for the librarians at our member institutions. If the regular

renewal cycle is disrupted, we ask that publishers keep access on for our member
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libraries, even though the consortium’s or institution’s current agreement may have
expired.

6. Delay or minimize any planned price increases until the upheaval and disruption
that we are seeing in our user communities, public health systems, and stock
markets all over the world calms. The financial impacts on institutions of higher
education and the global economy are as yet unknown, and price increases will add
even more pressure to already-stressed universities and municipalities. In stable
times, standardized pricing and terms may work relatively well. But today, libraries
will be under heavy pressure to divert financial resources to other areas of immediate
concern within the institution or local government.

7. Develop plans to temporarily lift paywalls or develop alternative methods of
authentication to allow access to subscribed content if traditional campus
authentication mechanisms (VPNs, proxy servers) are overloaded under the
increased traffic.

8. Lift campus-only restrictions, so that teaching activities can continue online and

remotely, despite University closures.

(Statement on the Global COVID-19 Pandemic and Its Impact on Library Services
and Resources (13 March, 2020) X v $#£#¢)
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In my discussions with librarians at all the institutions I visited, the topic of subject
background rose again and again. It was clear to me that those librarians who work with
researchers saw the value of training in a subject discipline. While librarians in the U.
S. have undergraduate or graduate degrees in a subject discipline, we often find
ourselves assigned to a faculty or college without the appropriate academic training. In
the sciences and technology, only about 30% of U. S. librarians have formal training in
science or engineering. Even those with training struggle to keep current with trends in
these fields.

One solution for New England librarians has been the Science Boot Camp for
Librarians. It relies on the geographic proximity of the participants for its success and
reasonable cost. The camps are held on college or university campuses, participants stay
in student dormitories, and professors and researchers from our own campuses provide
the instruction. It is by no means in-depth instruction, but it provides librarians with a
vocabulary and a context to help them support the research of their faculty and students.
An added benefit is that the librarians from the region are able to make connections
among themselves that are useful as collaboration grows among New England colleges
and universities. The regional boot camp model has been adopted by a group of librarians
in the western U.S., and another is being planned for the South East and North Pacific
states.

Two principles underlie the success of the boot camp, and can be applied to other
professional development efforts as well, even half-day events. One, already mentioned,
is the regional aspect. Participants have only a short distance to travel to attend, or to
see each other after the professional development event. The other is the use of faculty
members and researchers from the same institutions as the participants. They are a rich
resource. This kind of event builds familiarity between the librarians and the
researchers and professors whom they support. Also, these people are often willing to

speak to a group of librarians if they are asked by someone they know.

(Schmidt, M. G. (2013). East Asian Students in a US Library: addressing expectations.
RIFEREITE, Vol.98, p.26-33. KV k)

_22-



AN 4-BIESR T IREER

(1) ~ (3) IZ2W\T, KXOARIZAETHHDIZIT0%, AELAENLDITIEIX %
B2 IREN,

(1)

(2)

(3)

EHOBTEOERAERZ =7 A ) H OREHEE, BTESTOBN LM
A ERET TH Y, EOE R RS BI85 5,

BB RO T2 00 BB R PRI LT L b T A TRV,
I ROMAE B 2 LATE, HEARFEOWE LIRS 5 DIRL,

EAE B D72 b QMR P ERE 2 D S 5 5H & LT, BN O Huse) Z kM
HY, TAYAFEMDOEE ST KEMR L HEE OR TRERBREZFE Z N
TE %,

_23-



